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Assembling the Pool
Base

& A. Assemble your Pool Base

1. Lay out the Base Plates and Bottom Rails
Note: a. This step is optional: Place sheets of 1" or 1-1/2" (25 or 38 mm) thick

If you want, instead
of using patio
stones you can
make crushed
limestone pads.
Digal12"x12"(30x
30 cm) square hole
2" (5 cm) deep and
fill the hole with
crushed limestone,
packing it down
hard. Spray the
crushed limestone
with water as you
pack it down.

<o

Hint:

Bend the first 1/8"
(3 mm) of the end
of the bottom rail
slightly with a pair
of pliers to make
sure the rail doesn't
slide out of the
base plate when
the pool wall is
installed.

A

. Slide the curved bottom rails

Leave a 1/2" (13 mm) gap be-
tween the ends of the bottom rails.
2. Spread out Brick Sand

a. Spread a layer of fine brick sand o I

Remember:
Spread brick sand
or sheets of
styrofoam out over
the entire pool
foundation area
inside the base
rails. This provides
a protective sur-
face for the pool
liner to rest on.
Pools with a
styrofoam layer
must still have a
cove.
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Styrofoam on the ground over the complete area where the pool is to be
constructed. Place the bottom rails and base plates on top of the Styrofoam.
Do not leave any gaps between the ends of the bottom rails. Using the
inside face of the base rail as a cutting line, cut the Styrofoam with a knife.
Prior to removing the Styrofoam from inside of the pool perimeter, number
each piece with a marker to make reassembling them fast and easy. Re-
move all of the Styrofoam from under the base plates and from inside of
the pool (the Styrofoam trimmed off outside the rails can be discarded).
Neatly stack the Styrofoam removed from inside of the pool it will be re-
quired later after the pool wall has been installed in Section 3, not before.

. Place the base plates equally

spaced around the perimeter of
your foundation. If you are using
the optional patio stones, place
one base plate on each stone.

together with the base plates.

(no pebbles) over the foundation
areaq, 2" (6 cm) deep. Use a rake
to make the brick sand flat and
smooth. Instead of brick sand,

you can use the sheets of N\ 4
Styrofoam previously cut out in \/
Step 1a but you must wait until 9 e

the pool wall has been installed
(Section 3) before using this
option. When you reassemble the
sheets in the centre of the pool,
join them with duct tape along
the whole length of each seam.

No Diving or Jumping. Observe qll Safety Rules.
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Assembling the Pool
Wall & Liner

<o A. Assemble your Pool Wall

Hint:

Bring the following
items onto the pool
foundation before
you start uncoiling

This section is for Round and Oval pools (Round pools are shown).

1. Set the Pool Wall in place
a. Wait for a calm day. Do not attempit to install the pool wall in the wind.

the pool wall: the
pool liner, some
extra brick sand to
make the cove in
Step 5, and a ladder
to climb out after the
wall is assembled.

®

Caution:

Do not attempt to
install the pool wall
in the wind. Wait for
a calm day.

VN

Remember:

For best resulis,
mount the skimmer
on the downwind
side of the pool
(that is, directly
across from the
most common wind
direction).

LLocate the skimmer

on thisside

O

Hint:

Secure the slotted
tube connector to
the wall with a piece
of duct tape after
installation to pre-
vent it from lifting off
the wall.
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b. Unpackage the coiled pool

wall and stand it on a piece
of cardboard or plywood at
the centre of the pool. The
cut-outs for the through-the-
wall skimmer should be to-
wards the top of the wall.
Look for a “ruis way up’ label
and arrow.

. Start uncoiling the wall, guid-

ing the bottom edge into the
curved bottom rail. The start-
ing end of the wall must be
positioned over a base
plate, and the skimmer and
return holes should be posi-
tioned where the pump and
filter will be.

. Set lengths of slotted tube

onto the top edge of the wall
as you uncoil it and join the
slotted tubes with connectors
as you go, leaving a 1/2" (13
mm) gap between each.
Make sure the gap is directly
above the base plate (this
applies to round pools, oval
pools and Gibraltar Style
pools). (If you have a
beaded pool liner, sect
lengths of liner retainer on
the top edge of the wall first,
then the slotted tubes and
connectors.)

No Diving or Jumping. Observe qll Safety Rules.
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e. Work around the foundation until the entire pool wall is uncoiled
into the bottom rails and the top edge is covered with slotted tubes
and connectors (and beaded liner retainers if you have a beaded
pool liner).

<> 2. Join the Ends of the Pool Wall
a. Line up the holes in the two
ends of the pool wall.

Hint:

Stick a screwdriver
through two of the
holes to help line up
the ends of the wall.

b. To line up the holes, make the circle bigger or
smaller by nudging the base plates in or out
with your foot.

L6

& c. Join the ends of the pool wall

Remember: with a bolt and nut through
The bolt heads must

be toward the inside each hole. Place ec_tch_ bolt
of the pool. Cover the head towards the inside of
bolt heads with duct the pool and each nut to-

tape. wards the outside.

d. Tighten each bolt and nut
securely.

e. Cover the seam and bolt
heads on the inside of the
pool wall completely with 2"
(50 mm) duct tape.

-Inside

3-2 No Diving or Jumping. Observe all Safety Rules.
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Caution:

The pool must be
level within 1"

(25 mm) across the
diameter. A pool
that is not level is
dangerous and may
collapse.

3-3

3. Make sure the Pool Wall is

Level

a. Use a length of string and a
line-level to check across the
top edge of the pool wall to
see if it is level. Check the
wall in several different di-
rections. The wall must be
level. If the level is off by
more than 1" (25 mm) across

the diameter of the pool, take Q

the wall apart and level the
foundation again.

4. Make sure the Pool Wall is

Round

a. Using a tape medsure, meds-
ure across the circle at each
base plate. The pool wall
must be round within 1" (25
mm) (all of the measure-
ments must be within 1" (25
mm) of each other). Adjust
the circle by nudging the
base plates in or out with
your foot.

b. Adjusting the pool to the proper shape may
cause the base rails and base plates to slip out
of alignment a little. Recheck all of the base
plates to make sure each one is centred where

the base rails meet.

/%‘ 1" (25 mm)

’ MAX
R

1L

centred

12,

5. Install the Styrofoam Sheets (optional)

a. If you chose the option of using Styrofoam instead of brick sand,
you can now install the sheets of Styrofoam previously cut out in
Step 1a. Reassemble the sheets in the centre of the pool and join
them with duct tape along the whole length of each seam. Re-
member to wait until the pool wall has been installed in Section 3
before installing the Styrofoam.

No Diving or Jumping. Observe all Safety Rules.
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Remember:

The cove is an
important part of the
pool structure. Take
your time to make a
complete, full-size
cove.

©

Caution:

The “Wall-Saver”
gasket is important
for protection
against corrosion.
Failure to install
this gasket properly
on the cutout for 6"
or 12" skimmers may
void the warranty of
your pool wall. If the
gasket is damaged,
get a replacement
from your pool
dealer.

Note: The "Wall-
Saver" gasket is not
required or pro-
vided for walls
using 14" skimmers.

& B.

Hint:

If possible, unfold
the liner on the grass
one to two hours
before installation.
Be careful not to
leave the liner too
long or you may
damage the grass.

3-4

6. Make a Cove

a. Make a curved cove about 6"
(15 cm) high and 8" (20 cm)
wide all around the bottom
of the pool wall on the inside.

b. Use fine earth or brick sand
to make the cove, and pack
it firmly into shape.

7. Install the “Wall-Saver” Gasket
a. The Wall-Saver gasket pro-

vides a water-tight seal
around the skimmer cut-out
for the through-the-wall skim-
mer. Gently spread apart the
two layers of the gasket and
insert it into the skimmer cut-
out so that it sandwiches the
wall. Be very careful not to
tear or damage the seam in
the gasket or the gasket
may leak. Take extra care
not to cut or damage the
gasket when you are install-
ing the skimmer later. If the
gasket is damaged, you
must get a replacement from
your pool dealer.

Note: The "Wall-Saver" gasket
is not required or provided
for walls using 14" skim-

mers.

Install your Pool

Liner

1. Set the liner in place m
a. Open the carton. Do not use
anything sharp to open the

carton.

b. Unpack and unfold the liner
and spread it out in the sun
to warm it up. Inspect all the
seams and surfaces for holes.

..|||||||||
EarthCove—\

h

6" (15 cm)

Y

I~ § Pool Wall

BN
\ Base Rail

Brick Sand
or styrofoam

Cut-out for skimmer

Curved Seam Straight Seams

L Il Pool Liner

| Seam is
centred in
middle of
Earth Cove

%\ Pool Wall
oZ—— Base Rail

Earth Cove

No Diving or Jumping. Observe qll Safety Rules.
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Hint:

To smooth out the
wrinkles in step 2(c),
use d vacuum
cleaner. block the
skimmer outlet with
cardboard and tape
and put the vacuum
hose through the
skimmer return hole,
between the liner
and pool wall. Seal
the hole with tape
and keep the hose 4"
to 6" (10to 15 cm)
above the sand cove
sO you don't suck up
any sand. Start the
vacuum and run it
until most of the
wrinkles are gone.
Then, stop the
vacuum and add 1"
(2.5 cm) of water to
the pool. Finally,
remove the vacuum
hose and unplug the
skimmer hole.

A

Remember:

Do not trim off the
excess liner. (If the
liner ever needs to
be removed, trim-
ming the liner will
make re-installation
very difficult.) In-
stead, roll up any
excess liner and
tape it in place near
the top of the pool
wall.

3-5

c. Spread out the liner. Follow
the instructions supplied
with the liner for the correct
orientation of the smooth
side. The curved seam
should be centred on the
cove at the base of the wall.
The other seams will form
straight lines across the bot-

tom of the pool.

d. Smooth out all the wrinkles
in the bottom.

2. Fasten the Liner in place
(Overlap Liner only)

This step applies only if you have an Overlap
Liner. See the next page if you have a Beaded
Liner or V-Bead Liner.

a. Lift the sides of the liner and drape them over
the top of the pool wall. If you have a 52" (132
cm) high pool, pull the liner up until there is 2"
(6 cm) overhang; if you have a 48" (122 cm) high
pool, pull the liner up until there is 6" (15 cm)
overhang.

b. Fasten the liner to the top of the wall with plastic
coping. Let the liner hang slack for now. Do not
pull the liner tight.

c. Start filling the pool with water. As the pool fills,
work out all the wrinkles and smooth the liner to
the wall. Remove the plastic coping around the
top edge of the wall one piece at a time and
adjust the liner. Keep smoothing out the wrin-
kles.

. Trim the Plastic Coping and Roll Up the Excess

Liner

a. After all the wrinkles in the liner are removed,
trim any extra length of plastic coping so there
is no overlap.

b. Roll up any excess liner hanging below the
plastic coping and tape it in place near the top
of the pool wall. Important: Do not trim oif the
excess liner.

No Diving or Jumping. Observe qll Safety Rules.
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4. Fasten the Liner in place (Beaded Liner only)
This step applies only if you have a Beaded Liner. See the previous
page if you have an Overlap Liner or below if you have a V-Bead
Liner.

a. Lift the sides of the liner and
insert the beaded edge into
the liner retainer on the top
edge of the pool wall.

b. Start filling the pool with
water. As the pool fills, work
out all the wrinkles and
smooth the liner to the wall.

5. Fasten the Liner in place
(V-Bead or J-Bead Liner only)
This step applies only if you have a V-Bead or
J-Bead Liner. See steps 2 and 3 if you have an
Overlap Liner, or step 4 if you have a Beaded
Liner.

a. Remove the slotted tubes and connectors
from the top edge of the pool wall.
Important: do not remove all of the slotted
tubes at once; remove only two lengths of slotted tube at a time.

b. Hook the V-bead or J-Bead
over the edge of the pool
wall.

c. The space between the ends
of the slotted tubes at the tops
of the locations where the
verticals will be attached,
should be about 1/2" (13 mm).
If you have a Gibraltar Oval
System, refer to page 2-6, @ ,

step 2 in the Gibraltar ‘//
manual.
Slotted Tube / ¥

d. Replace the two lengths of

slotted tube and connectors. N R | = /
e. Repeat steps (a) to (d) until /I~

you have gone around the Pool Wall I

entire pool and finished @

attaching the pool liner in

place.

f. Start filling the pool with water. As the poaol fills, work out all the
wrinkles and smooth the liner to the wall.

6. Proceed to Section 4
a. Continue with Section 4 to finish assembling your pool.

No Diving or Jumping. Observe qll Safety Rules.
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Installing the Top
Ralls & Verticals

A. Attach your Verticals and Top Rails

1. Continue filling your Pool
a. Continue filling your pool with water. Do not put in more than 12" (30
cm) of water until the top rails and vertical columns are all attached.

b. Keep working on the top rails and vertical columns while the pool fills.

* See the drawing on the next page for an overview of all the
parts used to install the verticals, top rails and top
connectors.

2. Install the Vertical Columns
a. Line up the bottom of one vertical
column (key 1) with the two small tabs
on one base plate (key 2). The tabs
must be on the inside of the vertical
column.

b. Line up the screw holes and fasten
with one seli-tapping screw on each
side (key 3).

c. Hook atop plate (key 4) over the top edge of the
pool wall (key 5). Place the top plate down over
@ the top of the vertical column with the tabs on
the outside of the column. Make sure the vertical

g;gt{he ridges in column is straight up and down.

the pool wall to d. Line up the screw holes and fasten with one self-
make sure the tapping screw on each side and one on the front
vertical column is (key 6)

straight up and '

down. e. Repeat the last four steps for each of the vertical

columns around the pool wall.

4-1 No Diving or Jumping. Observe qll Safety Rules.



Vertical, Top Rail
and Top Connector

Assembly

Overview of

No Diving or Jumping. Observe qll Safety Rules.

4-2
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3. Install the Top Rails

a. Place atop rail (key 7) with one end on top of the
top plate. The side of the top rail facing the centre
of the pool should be close to the pool liner and
pool wall. The side of the top rail facing the
outside of the pool will form a large overhang.

b. Line up the holes as shown. Fasten through the
two oval holes into the holes marked ‘Af in the top
plate below with two self-tapping screws (key 8).
Do not tighten the screws yet. Leave the screws
slightly loose until all the top rails are in place.

c. Repeat the last two steps for the other end of the

top rail.

d. Repeat steps (a) to (¢) to install
the rest of the top rails around
the top of the pool wall.

e. Make the pool settle into a perfect
circle by pushing the top of the
pool wall vigorously inward at
each vertical (this will help make
the bottom of the pool wall shift
into a perfect circle).

f. Adjust all the top rails to line up
evenly with each other.

g. Tighten all the screws on all of the
top rails.

. Install the Top Connectors

a. Line up the connector (key 9)
above the ends of two top rails.

b. Hook the small tabs protruding
from the underside of the connec-
tor onto the inside edges of the top
rails and hold them firmly in
place. Pull the other end of the
connector down into place under
the top rails by gently stretching it
across and down, as shown in
diagrams 610 9.

J

J

No Diving or Jumping. Observe qll Safety Rules.
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Caution:

Be sure to spread
the sides of the
lower half connec-
tor before stretch-
ing it across the top
rails or the connec-
tor may be dam-
aged.

b

Note:

If necessary, the
plug covering the
screws can be
removed by prying
it out with a knife.
Be careful not to
damage the edges
of the plug.

4-4

C. Prior to installing the connector,
knock out the holes shown in
diagram 10.

d. Push the lower part of the connec-

tor in towards the vertical column
and line up the two screw holes in
the lower portion of the connector
with the two holes in the vertical
column. Fasten the connector in
place with two self-tapping
screws (key 3). Important: Tighten
the screws only until a snug fit is
obtained. Do not over-tighten.

e. For oval pools only: At the

transition points only, where the
end rail meets the side rail, make
sure the side rail lines up properly

with the end rail. If it doesn't line up,

the connector will appear crooked
from above (see diagram 12). If the
connector isn't centered between
the rails, temporarily remove the
connector and loosen the screws
on the side rail. Shift the side rail in
or out from the center of the pool
until the connector can be properly
centered between the rails

o0

Ld

°
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NNECTOR

Q
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(see diagram 13).

Install the connector clip
(key 10) by lining up the
circular ring on the clip with
the circular ring on the
connector and applying
pressure. The clip will snap

Transition Rail
/ Side Rail
——— !
—— = \\

Crooked Connector

Move the Side Rail
slightly to center the
Connector

into place. (see diagram

14). If the connector clip does
not snap in, slightly loosen the
SCrews.

g. First insert the tab on the left of

the logo insert (key 11) into the
opening on the top of the con-
nector designed for the logo
insert. Bend the insert slightly
and insert the other tab into the
opening on the other side of the
connector. Press down on the
insert to ensure a proper fit.

h. Repeat the last seven steps for

the rest of the top connectors.

No Diving or Jumping. Observe qll Safety Rules.
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Important:

The pool wall may
bulge and shift a
little while filling
with water. This is
normal.

b

Note:

For Footcover
installation on a
vertical over a
buttress, it may be
necessary to
modify the front
clip of the
Footcover. If the
Buttress Upright
behind the vertical
blocks the front
clip from being
inserted, file it
down until inser-
tion is possible.

5. Install the Foot Cover (Optional)

a. If the pool has been supplied
with footcovers, the centre tab
on the vertical will need to be
knocked out prior to installa-
tion.

b. Place the foot cover on top of
the base plate (key 12). Slide
the foot cover towards the pool
wall until the side clips and
front clip snap into the vertical
column (key 1).

Important: Ensure that the side
clips snap into the cutouts for
the bottom rails.

c. Repeat the last step for each of
the vertical columns around
the pool wall.

VZ

CENTRE TAB

B. Fill your Pool with Water

@ 1. Finish filling the pool
a. Fill the pool with water to 2" (6 cm) below the lowest opening. Next,
Caution: follow the installation instructions for your skimmer.

Before anyone uses
your pool, read
and follow all the
Safety Rules in
Section 1. This pool
is not for diving or
jumping.

4-5 No Diving or Jumping. Observe qll Safety Rules.





